
Introduction to Computer Architecture 

Assignment 2 

Question 06 Compilation 

 

Of millions of advice you’ve been told, the one I prefer is enjoy being you. 

 

I hope you really enjoyed the class (at least for some moments) so far. I truly 

appreciate your trust and your continuing support, understanding, tolerance, and 

cooperation. Ever since we met, I keep working on how to provide you with a 

satisfactory learning experience in return. 

 

For almost all previous editions of this course, an assignment question sought to 

solicit thoughts and suggestions from the participants. For example, do you gradually 

understand strategies or things from different perspectives and weigh their tradeoffs? 

What do you think is the real challenge for you to learn this course? Do you consider 

interactions in class helpful? What held you back when you were trying to ask or 

answer questions in class? What suggestions (for better learning this course) would 

you like to provide to other students? What help or assistance would you like from me 

or other students? All their thoughtful and constructive feedback has encouraged us 

toward a more rewarding computer architecture class. 

 

This time, I would like you to introspect beyond this course. Taking a course should 

be rewarding in many possible ways. As we discussed in the first lecture session, even 

if you may barely practice computer architecture principles after the class ends, if 

whatever you learn through this class---whether it be computer architecture per se, a 

philosophy it implies, a study tip or inspirational quote we share, or a new friend you 

know---keeps driving you toward your greater self, this course fulfills its mission. 

 

In particular, you are highly expected to develop a clear vision and be determined to 

strive for it. Most students in the computer architecture class are junior. The third year 

cannot be more decisive for your future. If you aim to work in an IT company after 

graduation, start practicing skills that help you ace the interview. If you plan to pursue 

a higher degree, join a research lab to cultivate research experience and application 

materials. If you have not decided, do both if your time and energy permit, see which 

one you really prefer. Try to make your decision based on your own goal and 

experience. Work with people who keep your interest and passion alive. It is really, 

really important to identify a right role model to emulate and learn from. It is also 

highly decisive to focus on what really is essential, especially given that some of 

constantly emerging paradigms might turn into hypes and fade away. Stick to golden 

rules that should be objective during the selection. It should not be simply about what 

one claims to be or what one claims others less so. “See the world not as it is, but as it 

should be.” Think of the proverb “shallow brooks babble loudest, still waters run 
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deep” once in a while. (Or as sg put it: “shallow water hualahuala, deep water kckc.”) 

In return, be part of the initiative that motivates yourself and people around you. 

 

Meanwhile, if you ever consider assistance from me as possibly helpful, whether 

course related or beyond, never hesitate to reach out. As I proudly claim on my 

webpage, I am always proud to be part of the journey for someone to excel. And I am 

pretty sure that I would also love to be part of yours as well. 

 

???Therefore, with this question, I would like you to share your thoughts on your goal 

and plan. For example, what is your goal after graduation? What is your plan to 

achieve that goal and what challenges might be involved? How do you manage to be 

motivated and determined? What helpful advices or suggestions did you get from 

senior students and professors? What suggestions would you like to offer peers with 

similar goals? Or, it is possible that you are still finding your goals. Don’t rush and 

take your time. Being at such a young age, you have infinite possibilities to live your 

dreams. “Commit to something and commit hard. Doesn’t matter if you switch later. 

It’s easier to prove yourself if you’ve had to do it once before.”  

 

“Where are you? Here. 

 What time is it? Now. 

 What are you? This moment.” 

 

“Old urges continue to arise, but urges do not matter; only actions do.” 

“A warrior is as a warrior does.” 

 

“While they are deciding, make even more art.” 

 

So pleeeeease, live a life you deeply enjoy and will remember. 

 

If not now, when? 
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***00*** 

Thanks for sharing your thoughts and for all your suggestions and acknowledgements. 

 

I would like to share with you this anonymous complication of all the collected 

feedback. As you may see, whatever you feel about and dream of, you are probably 

not alone. It is a perfect way to understand more of our peers and resonate with them. 

“If you don’t walk out, you will think that this is the whole world.” 

 

For 2020 Computer Architecture, I took much time to write replies to all 56 compiled 

feedback. The first one went for the first mx handing in Q25. However, I did not 

manage to do that again so far. Yet you are always more than welcome to contact me 

to discuss about your study and career plans. It is the least I could do to show my 

appreciation of your trust in me and dedication to this class. Feel free to reach out 

whenever you’d like to talk. 

 

Of millions of advice you’ve been told, the one I prefer is enjoy being you. 

 

Embrace life’s big adventure and devote to enjoy the best things in life. 

 

BE A LIGHT, SHINE YOUR WAY 

 

Wish you a joyful ride on every adventure you take! 
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