
Introduction to Computer Architecture 

Assignment 2 

Question 06 Compilation 

 

Of millions of advice you’ve been told, the one I prefer is enjoy being you. 

 

I hope you really enjoyed the class (at least for some moments) so far. I truly 

appreciate your trust and your continuing support, understanding, tolerance, and 

cooperation. Ever since we met, I keep working on how to provide you with a 

satisfactory learning experience in return. 

 

For almost all previous editions of this course, an assignment question sought to 

solicit thoughts and suggestions from the participants. For example, do you gradually 

understand strategies or things from different perspectives and weigh their tradeoffs? 

What do you think is the real challenge for you to learn this course? Do you consider 

interactions in class helpful? What held you back when you were trying to ask or 

answer questions in class? What suggestions (for better learning this course) would 

you like to provide to other students? What help or assistance would you like from me 

or other students? All their thoughtful and constructive feedback has encouraged us 

toward a more rewarding computer architecture class. 

 

This time, I would like you to introspect beyond this course. Taking a course should 

be rewarding in many possible ways. As we discussed in the first lecture session, even 

if you may barely practice computer architecture principles after the class ends, if 

whatever you learn through this class---whether it be computer architecture per se, a 

philosophy it implies, a study tip or inspirational quote we share, or a new friend you 

know---keeps driving you toward your greater self, this course fulfills its mission.  

 

In particular, you are highly expected to develop a clear vision and be determined to 

strive for it. Most students in the computer architecture class are junior. The third year 

cannot be more decisive for your future. If you aim to work in an IT company after 

graduation, start practicing skills that help you ace the interview. If you plan to pursue 

a higher degree, join a research lab to cultivate research experience and application 

materials. If you have not decided, do both if your time and energy permit, see which 

one you really prefer. Try to make your decision based on your own goal and 

experience. Work with people who keep your interest and passion alive. It is really, 

really important to identify a right role model to emulate and learn from. It is also 

highly decisive to focus on what really is essential, especially given that some of 

constantly emerging paradigms might turn into hypes and fade away. Stick to golden 

rules that should be objective during the selection. It should not be simply about what 

one claims to be or what one claims others less so. “See the world not as it is, but as it 

should be.” Think of the proverb “shallow brooks babble loudest, still waters run 
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deep” once in a while. (Or as sg put it: “shallow water hualahuala, deep water kckc.”) 

In return, be part of the initiative that motivates yourself and people around you. 

 

Meanwhile, if you ever consider assistance from me as possibly helpful, whether 

course related or beyond, never hesitate to reach out. As I proudly claim on my 

webpage, I am always proud to be part of the journey for someone to excel. And I am 

pretty sure that I would also love to be part of yours as well. 

 

???Therefore, with this question, I would like you to share your thoughts on your goal 

and plan. For example, what is your goal after graduation? What is your plan to 

achieve that goal and what challenges might be involved? How do you manage to be 

motivated and determined? What helpful advices or suggestions did you get from 

senior students and professors? What suggestions would you like to offer peers with 

similar goals? Or, it is possible that you are still finding your goals. Don’t rush and 

take your time. Being at such a young age, you have infinite possibilities to live your 

dreams. “Commit to something and commit hard. Doesn’t matter if you switch later. 

It’s easier to prove yourself if you’ve had to do it once before.”  

 

“Where are you? Here. 

 What time is it? Now. 

 What are you? This moment.” 

 

“Old urges continue to arise, but urges do not matter; only actions do.” 

“A warrior is as a warrior does.” 

 

“While they are deciding, make even more art.” 

 

So pleeeeease, live a life you deeply enjoy and will remember. 

 

If not now, when? 
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***00*** 

Thanks for sharing your thoughts and for all your suggestions and acknowledgements. 

 

I would like to share with you this anonymous complication of all the collected 

feedback. As you may see, whatever you feel about and dream of, you are probably 

not alone. It is a perfect way to understand more of our peers and resonate with them. 

“If you don’t walk out, you will think that this is the whole world.” 

 

For 2020 Computer Architecture, I took much time to write replies to all 56 compiled 

feedback. The first one went for the first mx handing in Q25. However, I did not 

manage to do that again for 2021 Computer Architecture. 

 

This time, I decide to write replies to all the 53 collected feedback in this compilation. 

It is the least I could do to show my appreciation of your trust in me and dedication to 

this class. Yet it is conceivably time demanding. Hope you’ll get your reply soon. 

And I am always happy to discuss with you about your study and career plans. Feel 

free to reach out whenever you’d like to talk. 

 

Of millions of advice you’ve been told, the one I prefer is enjoy being you. 

 

Embrace life’s big adventure and devote to enjoy the best things in life. 

 

BE A LIGHT, SHINE YOUR WAY 

 

Wish you a joyful ride on every adventure you take! 
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***01*** 

 
 

***02*** 

  Dear Kai Ge: hello, I am a student of an extended system, as you can see my foundation is 

very poor, the computer system of the course has also studied the (failed) twice, each time you 

start I want to understand, is full of but I began to make exciting encounter a experiment without 

exception, may be not very good at learning, Lab1 under the help of the students can achieve the 

result of the acceptance, but there's no acceptance report also delayed, therefore, every time I 

want to ask you questions but I do not know where to start, on the one hand, is afraid of being 

poor foundation, on the other hand, don't know the hole where, starting from the digital logic I 

study very hard, Your attitude towards people and things is very kind, and you are my highly 

respected teacher. If you can see my confusion, I hope you can give me some advice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



***03*** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



***04*** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



***05*** 

After graduation, I plan to continue my postgraduate studies. For seniors, 

the current plan is to review the exam content carefully. The challenge 

is to feel that my study in the first three years is not thorough enough, 

lacks organization, and meets many difficulties in review. Some 

experience for reference and suggestions on time planning have been 

obtained. I think that no matter whether you choose the test or not, you 

can refer to the books of the postgraduate entrance examination to have 

a certain understanding of the overall system of learning content and the 

way of investigation when learning some professional basic courses. 
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***10*** 
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***12*** 

 



***13*** 

 

 

***14*** 

I am quite confused about my future. Even I am not sure if I will continue to 

work in Computer Science. My goal and plan are still being pending. I have always 

dreamt changing the situation, however, I just fail to do that up to now. 

However, I am in deed encouraged by your words. So I am sure that I will gather 

my courage to make my choose. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



***15*** 

 



 

 



***16*** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



***17*** 

At first I can't adapt the pure English class because of my poor hearing. And I feel 

tired to pay attention to the class. These days I can follow the class a little, but I still 

can't understand all. For me, the reason why I didn't answer or ask questions is that 

I'm afraid of making mistakes thus classmates will laugh at me. Otherwise I feel 

awkward if everyone puts their eyes on me and will be very nervous. I think someone 

may have the same thought as mine. For suggestion, I guess it will be better if the 

class is small and the number of students is little. I have another class named iavi, 

which only has 12 students in class. So I always sit in the first line so that there are no 

eyes on me in my sight when I answer questions. In this way, I can answer questions 

without burden(The permit of speaking Chinese may be another reason). 

 

I want to continue my study for computer science after graduating. But I have no hope 

to guarantee the postgraduate recommendation. Now I hesitate about going abroad or 

joining postgraduate entrance exam. I'm preparing for applying for college in America, 

British and HongKong. And I'm looking for some research that I can participate in to 

improve my experience. However I' afraid that I can't get good offers. In my view, I 

go abroad to get better education not for the diploma. If I can't get an offer from some 

good college, then I'd better not go out. Thus I probably need to prepare for the 

postgraduate entrance exam, and I feel large pressure.  

Another problem is that I don't have an exactly direction for the future research. I 

have taken a lot of classes in different directions. But I still can't choose one that I 

love most. However after taking the database system I think I don't like it at all. Now I 

feel a little interested in computer graphic or vision, as well as the computer 

architecture(I have met three excellent teachers in DLD, CO and architecture, that's an 

important reason). But I feel architecture may be difficult for me because I'm not 

familiar in hardware. 
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***19*** 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



***20*** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



***21*** 

 I think I have made my decision but I am not sure. I think I can achieve my goal 

but I am still not sure. I started to find my goal early when I steped into the college. 

After struggling for a period of time, I went on a journey to Shanghai and had a close 

visit into the company I was looking forward to. It was at that time that I made my 

decision to be excellent enough and be able to be invited into this company as a 

formal employee. 

 This company do excellent work in game making, in the meanwhile I enjoy 

myself in game playing. I want to be surrounded by an energetic and passionate 

environment where everyone can put forward some interesting ideas without concern. 

I want to be with someone who are talented and have an interesting soul. That’s why I 

want to be there. 

 However, it is not that easy. The requirement is tough. Only someone with the 

extraordinary ability in computer technology and rich experience in working can be 

admitted into the company. 

 The first thing I pursue is to make myself qualified. Therefore, I work hard with 

my study and keep improving professional skills. Then, I expected myself to be 

involved in CAD&CG lab and major in computer graphics. The problem is, the 

competition is so fierce that I am still not sure whether I can make it. 

 I am not good at asking for advices. Therefore, few people shared their 

suggestions with me. Someone may laugh at such a shallow life goal like being 

involved in game making. But I will push forward. Pursuing with no teammate is a 

very common thing. 

 

***22*** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



***23*** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



***24*** 

 

 

***25*** 

Maybe the real challenge for me was the increasing complexity of lab code, especially 

when most of their content was already given, which required me to second-guess the 

creator's intentions and analyze the meaning of each signal. 

I plan to go on to graduate school after graduation. Maybe? As for the plan, I plan 

to strive for postgraduate admission. If not, I will take the postgraduate entrance 

exam. However, my ultimate goal is to go to work. The reason why I study for a 

postgraduate degree is that the salary and treatment of a postgraduate degree are 

better, especially in some units that focus on qualifications. As for the rest, I 

didn't think too much about it. I might go abroad for a one-year master's degree, 

but that's expensive, that's all. 
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***27*** 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

***28*** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

***29*** 

Dear kg: 

I have sought a lot in this semester about how can i study well, maybe, what i 

really want is that I can live an unhurried (想表达的是从容) life. Before my 

“philosophical thought about life”, the answer to “how to learn this course well” ,for 

me, is just devote enough time. When you really spend time and want to learn it well 

for this course, the way suit for you to learn it well natural go to your head. Be 

practical and realistic to each question, to each lab and to each course is also a way 

enough for every student in ZJU learn every course well, however, it is not a easy 

thing since so many things may distract our attention. 

About this course, the biggest “barrier” for me is English. It does not mean 

teaching in English is “bad”, it means, i really need spend some time to improve my 

English. In a word, this course taught by kg is good enough, different teacher has 

different way to teach, hope kg can spend more time on finding a way that you can 

enjoy your teaching (if a teacher enjoy his teaching I think its course must also be 

enjoyful).  

For me, although i still can not figure out every thing in my life, i know one day, i 

can be more “从容” in my life. I think i may like studying and doing research. this 

thought is just like a seed burried in my deep heart i think. I hope one day, it can 

become a tree. Maybe what i am talking about is strange, whatever, let it go. 

Finally, i like a word to describe myself, it is “weeds”, why? i like a sentence in 

chinese “野火烧不尽我们的野生野长”. So many things may like wild fire which may 

discourage our enthusiasm, but for weeds, it is just does not matter. And after the 

fire, it can grow stronger, just like “What doesn’t kill you, makes you stronger ”, 

difference is i am just weeds. Last thing, thanks kg for your wish that hope every 

student can enjoy your course and i also hope you can also enjoy this course(maybe 

already). 
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***40*** 

When thinking about problems, I rarely weigh strategies and always think about 

it. When learning the system structure, what is difficult for me is that the abstract 

hardware structure is difficult to understand, always only seeing the parts and 

difficult to take into account the whole, and difficult to keep up with the classroom is 

something affecting my interaction in class. It is always difficult for me to know what 

the teacher is talking about and always need to review after class. 

In the idea of the future, I am a little confused at this stage. I may have no hope 

for postgraduate protection, and I can not make so much determination to take the 

postgraduate entrance examination, and I do not know where my interest is。 
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***52*** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



***53*** 

To be honest, my computer system concept knowledge is very weak. I had 

difficulty in the previous courses of digital logic design and computer system 

concept. In particular, the composition of the computer is an important 

foundation of the computer architecture, and the loopholes in the previous 

courses directly affected my efficiency of listening to this course. Even in 

this exercise, I also forgot much knowledge about cache. After a comprehensive 

review and doing some related exercise in reference book, I finished this 

assignment. But fortunately, this process always let me realize the feeling of 

harvest, even if the feeling of the road ahead is at a loss, I suddenly also 

increased confidence, can continue to go step by step. 

Before this, I felt that the computer hardware course was not suitable for me. I 

could not understand the knowledge at all, and I was at a loss in the face of 

the experimental code. The idea that I could only understand software classes 

and write software code was ingrained in my mind. Therefore, in the previous 

relevant courses, I avoided a lot. In the face of the experiment, I just sat in 

a dull position. Subsequently, the head teacher gave me two remedial courses on 

computer system concept, which allowed me to successfully escape in the mid-term 

and final exams. At that time, I found that hardware knowledge was no different 

from software knowledge. I could understand and remember it, but I had fallen 

behind too much, and I was afraid to move forward. 

In this architecture course, I should have tried harder to catch up and bridge 

the gap, but it didn't happen. Both the English teaching method and the quagmire 

caused by the previous knowledge shortage made me unable to move forward. At 

present, with the help of some Chinese tutorial books and some relevant 

exercises, I can still slowly fill up the holes, which does give me some 

confidence back. However, in the face of the pace of learning new knowledge, I 

still can't get rid of the pressure of despair. However, I know clearly that 

doing nothing will only change nothing, so I just need to keep doing what I can 

and walk the way that I can still move forward, even if it is just a little bit. 

I still have a little faith and pride in my heart. 


